Inflammatory constriction following complete pericardiectomy in tuberculous constrictive pericarditis.
A 13-year-old boy with active tuberculous constrictive pericarditis underwent complete pericardiectomy together with antituberculous therapy and a short course of steroids. Six weeks following the surgery, he was seen with clinical and hemodynamic findings of recurrent pericardial constriction, presumably due to an inflammatory collection around the heart. Symptoms gradually resolved within six months with resumption of steroid therapy. Repeat hemodynamic study showed normal hemodynamics. The case demonstrates the production of cardiac constriction by nonpericardial inflammatory tissue and the possible benefits of steroid therapy in the treatment of tuberculous constrictive pericarditis.